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THERE IS A TRAIL LIKE 
NO OTHER ON EARTH. 

It crosses the spine  
of the mighty Sierra.

Trod for millennia by the Washoe 
and Maidus, during the 1850’s, it was 
traveled by thousands seeking the 
precious metals mined at either end: 
silver in the east; gold in the west.
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There is a trail like no other on earth. 
It crosses the spine of the mighty Sierra. 
 
Trod for millennia by the Washoe and Maidus, 
during the 1850’s, it was traveled by thousands seeking the precious metals mined at either end: silver in the 
east; gold in the west. 
 
It lay fallow for decades until the 1930s when Sheriff Robert Watson of Tahoe City rediscovered the old tree 
blazes and led a small party of Sons of the Golden West across the mountains. 
 
Twenty years on, a friendly wager led to an historic ride, a ride to prove the horses of today were as tough as 
those of the Pony Express days. Five intrepid riders carried postcards in their saddlebags post-marked in 
Tahoe City and then in Auburn twenty-four hours later. They had crossed the mountains. 
 
Thus began a legend that has lived on for over five decades. Four generations of horsemen and women have 
kept it alive as they accepted the challenge of the most rigorous of horse events. A silver buckle is known the 
world over as the mark of a superb rider. Dozens of riders have come back year after year to challenge 
themselves and their horses on the same trail that Bob Watson and Wendell Robie rode. 
 

It lay fallow for decades until the 1930s when Sheriff Robert Watson of Tahoe 
City rediscovered the old tree blazes and led a small party of Native Sons of 
the Golden West across the mountains.

Twenty years on, a friendly wager led to an historic ride, a ride to prove the 
horses of today were as tough as those of the Pony Express days. Five intrepid 
riders carried postcards in their saddlebags post-marked in Tahoe City and 
then in Auburn twenty-four hours later. They had crossed the mountains.

Thus began a legend that has lived on for over five decades. Four generations 
of horsemen and women have kept it alive as they accepted the challenge of 
the most rigorous of horse events. A silver buckle is known the world over as 
the mark of a superb rider. Dozens of riders have come back year after year to 
challenge themselves and their horses on the same trail that Bob Watson and 
Wendell Robie rode.

Two decades after that first ride, an audacious Gordie Ainsleigh did what no 
one thought possible and ran the trail. And another world-class endurance 
event was born. Thousands of runners were added to the ranks of the riders: 
athletes who, like the riders, will never forget their crossing of the mountains.

With dedication and generosity from people who love this trail, we can insure 
that these events will continue for generations to come.



THE TRAIL IN PERIL

After fifty years of organizing and conducting the most remarkable 
horse event anywhere, the Western States Trail Foundation faces 
daunting challenges:

•	 There are other recreational users who would like to use our 
trail. The hazards to horses are so great as to make that use 
incompatible.

•	 Some of the trail is still in private ownership, and development 
in these areas threatens the preservation of the route.

•	 Governmental regulations, the permitting process, and 
changes in use demand constant vigilance by our governmen-
tal affairs committee and ever-increasing costs on our budget.

•	 Partnering with public agencies, using man/woman power and 
funds from the run and ride, the trail committee logs thou-
sands of hours repairing and maintaining the trail. Hundreds 
of downed trees need removal and extensive tread work is 
required after each winter.

•	 There is a narrow window of opportunity for action on our 
part. We need your help and your gifts to achieve the following 
goals:

•	 We will partner with the American River Conservancy to 
acquire 9,955 acres of timberland, that includes 8 miles of trail, 
including Hodson’s Cabin and Cougar Rock. The Conservancy 
has the property in escrow and will need $10,150,000 by De-
cember, 2014 to put the land and the trail in public ownership. 
Our support will secure easements for the trail in perpetuity.

•	 We will finish development of the Pieper Junction (formerly 
Chickenhawk) Staging Area to be used as a vet check during 
the ride and as an equestrian park and camping area to access 
the trail year round.

Two decades after that first ride, an audacious Gordie Ainsleigh did what no one thought possible and ran the 
trail. And another world-class endurance event was born. Thousands of runners were added to the ranks of 
the riders: athletes who, like the riders, will never forget their crossing of the mountains. 
 
With dedication and generosity from people who love this trail, we can insure that these events will continue 
for generations to come. 
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Members of the Western States Trail Crew repairing Pacific Slab Bridge in El Dorado Canyon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After fifty years of organizing and conducting the most remarkable horse event anywhere, the Western States 
Trail Foundation faces daunting challenges: 

• There are other recreational users who would like to use our trail. The hazards to horses are so great 
as to make that use incompatible.  

• Some of the trail is still in private ownership, and development in these areas threatens the 
preservation of the route.  

• Governmental regulations, the permitting process, and changes in use demand constant vigilance by 
our governmental affairs committee and ever-increasing costs on our budget.  

HELP PROTECT THE TRAIL
What can you do?

Give us a gift: money, stock, or a bequest
Levels of Giving (cumulative):

Friend of the Trail: Up to $5,000
Trail Adopters: $5,000–$10,000
Trail Scouts: $10,000–$25,000
Trail Blazers: $25,000–$50,000

Cougar Rock Circle: $50,000–$100,000
Granite Chief Circle: $100,000–$250,000

Bezetal Circle: $250,000–$500,000
Barner Circle: $500,000–$1,000,000

Robie Circle: $1,000,000 plus



•	 We will identify and acquire a piece of property in Foresthill to 
replace the critically important mill site vet check as we don’t 
know how much longer it will be available to us.

•	 We will work toward establishing additional easements on 
remaining portions of the trail that cross private property with a 
goal of having the entire trail in public ownership and protected 
within five years.

•	 We will add to the Trail Endowment. The interest and dividends 
will insure the ride will continue in perpetuity.

•	 We need your help! Help us preserve the trail we all love. Send 
a check, shares of stock, and remember the trail in your will. 
Together we can make this happen!

• Partnering with public agencies, using man/woman power and funds from the run and ride, the trail 
committee logs thousands of hours repairing and maintaining the trail. Hundreds of downed trees 
need removal and extensive tread work is required after each winter.  

 
There is a narrow window of opportunity for action on our part. We need your help and your gifts to achieve 
the following goals: 

• We will partner with the American River Conservancy to acquire a 9,955 acre timber lease, five 
sections of which are crossed by the trail (including Hodson’s Cabin and Cougar Rock). The 
Conservancy has the property in escrow and will need $10,150,000 by December, 2014 to put the 
land and the trail in public ownership. Our support will secure easements for the trail in perpetuity. 

• We will finish development of the Pieper Junction (formerly Chickenhawk) Staging Area to be used as 
a vet check during the ride and as an equestrian park and camping area to access the trail year round. 

• We will identify and acquire a piece of property in Foresthill to replace the critically important mill 
site vet check as we don’t know how much longer it will be available to us. 

• We may need to acquire and develop a new location from which to start the ride. 
• We will work toward establishing additional easements on remaining portions of the trail that cross 

private property with a goal of having the entire trail in public ownership and protected within five 
years. 

• We will add to the Trail Endowment. The interest and dividends will insure the ride will continue in 
perpetuity. 

 
We need your help! Help us preserve the trail we all love. Send a check, shares of stock, and remember the 
trail in your will. Together we can make this happen! 
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Trail Blazers: $25,000–$50,000

Cougar Rock Circle: $50,000–$100,000
Granite Chief Circle: $100,000–$250,000

Bezetal Circle: $250,000–$500,000
Barner Circle: $500,000–$1,000,000

Robie Circle: $1,000,000 plus



Donors to the Trail
Friends of the Trail:  
Up to $5,000
Anthony, Branwell & Debbie
Arabian Trail Riders Association
Bain, Richard & Susan
Baldwin, Dana & Bruce
Baldwin, DVM, Jim
Ball, Rebecca
Banister, Terry
Barney, Jr., G.L.
Barrett, Carol & Jim
Barsaleau, DVM, Richard B.
Baum, Gail & Daniel
Beach, Don & Judy
Beasom, Shirley & Fred
Beaupre, Al & Jackie
Bender, Philip & Dorothy
Benedetti, Tony & Terry
Betker, Ellen
Beverly, Sylvia & Doug
Blum, Barbara
Bomar, Nina
Bonttiani, Karen
Borromeo, Jan
Bower, DVM, Stanton
Brickel, Tony & Debby
Britt, Mary
Brown, Shirley
Calaveras Trail Blazers
Campbell, Kathleen
Carroll, DVM, Eugene
Chamberlain Creek Endurance Ride
Christlieb, Kim
Clanin, Jim & Karen
Clark & Associates
Clark, Jillian R.
Clark, Robert G.
Coburn, William
Cohen, Miki
Cook, DVM, Hank
Cooper, Lynn & Margarite
Corrigan, Alden
Cottrell, Kathy
Coull, Tom & Katherine
Craig, Cyndi
Creech, Ken & Connie
Cross, Terresa
Cunningham, Chuck & Marci
Curtis, Nina
Dahnke, Carol
Dalton, Sarah
Dawson, Carolyn & Richard
Dee, Marvin & Lenore
Delsart, Shirley
Dempsey, James P.
Dieterich DVM, Bob
Ditz, Elizabeth Ann
Dodd, Robert

Dorn, Jeanne
Dumas, Crocket & Sharon
Dunn, James & Justine
Dusenbury, Cindie & Lee
Dutcher, Karon & Scott
Edwards, DVM, James E.
Eller, Leon & Barbara
Elliot, DVM, Nancy
Ellsworth, Edwin & Lilly
Epperson, J. & M.
Evans, Gary & Jane
Falcone, Mark & Traci
Fellers, DVM, Gregg
Fend, Laura & Gary
Ferris, James & Mary Anne
Filipponi, Herbert & Diane
Finch, Dabney
Finston, Sharon & Bob
Fredrickson, David & Lois
Fredrickson, Patricia
Fryer, Craig & Keri
Fryer, Harry & Dottie
Fryer, Jack & Louise
Fryer, Kenneth B.
Fuess, Kim & Richard
Gabri, Chuck & Nanci
Gamble, Jacquelyn & George
Gates, James & Madison
Gerson, Ruth L.
Ghezzi, Theresa L.
Glaser, Elizabeth
Glazer, Becky
Glentzer, Jean & Traci
Glover, Elizabeth
Gradek, Beth
Gramm, G. & K.
Griesing, Jean
Grimsrud, Mary
Hale, Clarissa & Barbara
Hall, Ann & Hal
Harmon, Marcia
Harris, James L.
Harrison, Robert
Hart, Becky
Hassel, DVM, Diana M.
Hawes, John & Patty
Hayashi, Ms.
Hellman, F. Warren
Henkel, Kathleen A.
Henry, Raymond
Hewitt, Adrienne D.
Heyden, Helen
Holbrook, Jim & Cheryl
Hollister, W.M. & Helen
Hought Fine Art, Leather & 
Endurance Tack

Hughes, Connie
International Arabian Horse 
Association
Jackson, DVM, Rich
Jedlicka’s
Jenkins, Josiah & Karen
Jern, Peggy & Scott
Jones, Paula & Bruce
Jurs, Laurie
Katayama, Ms.
Kato, Todashi
Kawano, Ms.
Keene, Robert & Linda
Keese, Anthony & Elizabeth
Keller, James & Susan
Kelley, DVM, Robin
Kelley, William
Kelly, Kathy
Kerr, DVM, Jamie
Kirkpatrick, Abe & Sharon
Kismet Arabians
Kline, Leslie
Knecht, John
Kuplent, Judy & John
Kusuyama, Mr.
Lamb, Wayne
Landale, Dana
Larkin, Joe & Cindy
Lewis, Janet & John
Logan, Helen
Logan, Linda
Long, Judy
Longacre, Kathy
M Construction, Inc.
Martinez, Janice
McCarthy, Nancy
McClintock, Joan
McDonald, Natalie
McDonald, Patrick
McGrath, Jane
McKenry, Shelly
McKenzie, Jeffrey & Carolyn
McKenzie, Kenneth & 
Maureen
Meinhold, Gareth & Alice Jo
Mendo-Lake Arabian Horse 
Assn
Miller, Robert & Teri
Mitchell, Ann & Alan
Mitchell, Beth
Mitchell, Iona & Charles
Mitchell, Jim F.
Moran, Steve
Morgan, Robert A.
Mulholland, Linda
Murray, J.C.



Myers, Carol & Gene
Nakagawa, Mr.
Nakano, Mr.
Neal-Truesdale Insurance, Inc.
Negranti, Carl & Mary
Nelson, Karen
No. Calif. Trails Council
Noble, Ken
Norton, Peggy
Occhialini, Pete & Karin
Ogle, Charles
Ogus, Judith
Olson, Lani
Ostrowski, Stephanie
Pacific Coast Longriders
Parsons, Roy & Roberta
Patterson, Gretchen
Perkins, Nadeen & James
Petterson, Steven
Pierachini, Gary
Polacek, Polly
Pryor, Bill & Diana
Putnam, Charles & Kitty
Pyorre, Judy & Merv
Rabe, David
Ragland, Jean
Ralls, M.M.
Ramsdell, Kayla
Randall, DVM, Ray W.
Ranta, Robert
Reens, Judy
Ribley, Robert & Melissa
Rich, Peter
Richine, Bobbie
Riordan, Kate
Rizzoli, Mario & Mary
Robinson, Charlie & Tammy
Rodman, Kenneth & Leslie
Rosengard, Ilene
Rounds, Gerald
Rovane, Sandy
Saare, Sharon
Sage, Beverly
Sanbonmatsu, Mitsuo
Sanches, Ron & Barbara
Sands, Ann
Santa Maria Elks Lodge
Scaglione, Leslie & Bob
Schmidt, Sharon
Schuler, Cassandra
Schuler, Melissa
Schuster, Marilynn & Gerald
Scott, Shirley
Seager, R.H. & Kathryn
Semple, Toni
Shackleford, M. & J.

Shaver, DVM, Jason R.
Simpson, Carol & Pier
Sly, Maxine & Kenneth
Smith, Frank
Smith, Gregory & Paige
Smith, June Dyane
Smith, Marcia
Solano, Frank & Becky
Sousa, Joyce E.
Souza, Steve
Spaletta, Linda
Spilman, Douglass
Stalley, Chuck & Pam
Stanwyck, Gary & Deborah
Stapel, Robin
Stockton, Cherry
Stone, William
Stover, Maryben
Strand, Cory
Stromsness, Barbara
Suda, Mr.
Suddjian, Larry & Candi
Suhr, John
Suter, Judy & Bob
Szabo, DVM, Katherine
Szymanski, Linda
Tancer, Forrest & Kathleen
The North Face
Theodore, Rich & Mary Darlene
Thompson, Cindy & Jim
Thomson, Sandra
Tibbits, Walter
Tilahun, Roman
Tilley, Bobbi & John
Tonini, John & Barbara
Toothaker, Annabell & Virgil
Tribble, Jill & Dennis
Tuteur, Jessica
U.S. Equestrian Team, Inc.
Ulyate, Holly
Van Noy, Michael & Joy
Vanderbuilt, Heidi
Veal, Betty
Vincent, E.
Ward, Jane & George
Warhol, Jr., Warren
Wasmund, Dr. David & Mrs.
Waugh, Mr. & Mrs. R. J.
Webster, Kathy & Bill M.
Weil, Jim & Shannon
Wells, Jr., Thomas E.
White, Ernest
White, Nancy & Robert
Williams, Donna
Wilson, Jane
Wilson, Stephen R.

Winter, Cheryl & Randy
Witt, DVM, Michael R.
Wolf, Janine
Woodsons
Workman, Steve & Marsha
Wrenn, Anne M.
Wright, Helena & William
Wunsch, Dan

Trail Adopters: $5000–$10,000
Al-Thani, Sheik Sultan bin Suhaim 
bin Hamad
Arnold, Natalie
Auburn Printers
Bailey, A & P
Bear Ride Management Team
Carey Family & Friends
Davis, Leonard, Heather & Poppy
Dees, Alexandra
Denison, Sandee
Endurance World Magazine
Fitzpatrick, Tin & Dianna
Foresthill Trails Association
Freeland, Eugene & Mary
Friends of Barbie Belamak
Glazier, Linda
Gold Country Endurance Riders
Goodwin, Richard
Hall, Gary & Judy
Hoefler, Joanne
Horst, Laura
Howes, Ulla & Vincent E.
Jacoby, Rho
Johnson, Art & Carolyn
Lakso, John & Helen
Larsen, Doc & Family
MacKenzie, Christina
Marx, Joan & Bob
Maul, Michael
McCrae, Augustus
McKendry, Pat
Moraga Horsemen’s Association
Mount Diablo Ride
Munger, Maynard & Marilee
Nevada All State Trail Riders, Inc
Nogleberg, Richard and Lynne
Parker, Sandy
Paulson, Beth
Perry, Kathie
Peterson, Suzanne
Peticolas-Stroud, Ramey & 
Cynthia
Price, Maggy
Pickett, Mike & Tish
Preston, Naomi Tyler
Rotkis, Tom, Eileen & Caitlin
Rushcreek Legacy Group



Schwartz, Karen
Scribner, Jerry & Penny
Shaw, Steve & Michele
Shea, Lari & Ricochet Ridge Ranch
Shone, Marcy
Smeding, Hendrik
Soltau, DVM, Cory
Steven, Jon
Stewart, Rick & Lori
Stinson, Beatrice E.
Suhr, Robert & Gail
Testa, Vicki
The Schlinger Foundation
Thompson, Eric & Kathy
Toomey, Claire
Wachenheim, Beth & Scott
Wallerich, Gretchen

Walz, Bob
Weathertop Farms
Wilson, George
Wood-Gundlach, Laurie
Yee, Dr. James
Yohe, Roger
Young, Corky

Trail Scouts: $10,000–$25,000
Campbell, Paula & David
Dyke, Susan & Louise
Farkas, Mike & Molly
Hasumi, Seiichi & Harumi
Livermore, Nori, Mo, & Whitney
Sansome, Ashley
Shaw, Steve
Suhr, Julie & Bob
White, Doug & Barbara

The Tevis is a bigger-than-life adventure. 

You will never forget the experiences you’ve had, the friends you made, the 
horses you rode. A full moon over the American River at Poverty Bar will be 
emblazoned on your memory forever. Modern life doesn’t offer many heroic 
challenges. This is one we need to preserve.

Please give what you can.
We thank you.
Your grandchildren will thank you.

Cougar Rock Circle:  

$50,000– $100,000
Ford, Lisa & Garrett (Easycare)
Kimler, Greg and Tami -Echo Valley 
Ranch
The David Shefrin Family
Granite Chief Circle:  

$100,000–$250,000
Greene, Roxanne
Herten, Jeff
Lyon, Debby
Sullivan, Suzanne & Godfrey

Bezetal Circle: $250,000 –$500,000
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation
The Josephine Stedem Scripps Foundation
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Julie and Barbara (55 Buckles)


